A Bright Light in the Darkest Night

The Confirmation of the Abrahamic Covenant – Gen. 15

Intro.  In the Old Testament, God’s Revelation of His Purposes, Plan and Programme was given at sundry times and in divers manners, in bits and pieces Progressively and repeatedly. This was definitely so with the Abrahamic Covenant.
Cf. Heb. 1:1

I. A Recapitulation: - After these things
Gen.  15:1a
A. The Call of Abram to go out of Ur of the Chaldees – A Covenant Promised.
Gen.  12:1-3 cf. 15:7


I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit

1. The Contents of the Covenant:

a. Abram would be a Great and exceeding fruitful nation – I will make of thee a great nation 
12:2; 17:6

I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee.
b. Abram’s name would be Great – and make thy name great



12:2
c. Abram would be Greatly blessed – in him shall all families of the earth be blessed. 


12:2, 3

2. The Character of the Covenant:

Gen 12:1-3
a. It is Unilateral – I will (4 occurrences); it did not depend on Who Abram was.

b. It is Unconditional – I will; it did not depend on What Abram could do.
c. It is Universal – in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed; ultimately it would the World.
B. From Haran to an altar Between Hai and Bethel – A Country (Land) Promised.
Gen. 12:4-(7)-9 

The LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land.
C. [In Egypt, Pharaoh was inflicted with Plagues – Abram Compromised his wife.]
Gen. 12:10-20

D. Back to Bethel, and on to Mamre in Hebron – A Seed (Children) Promised.
Gen. 13:1-(14-17)-18
1. The Country was Physical – all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it

13:14, 15

2. The Children were Terrestrial – And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth

13:16

3. No Condition was Essential – to thee will I give it; …I will give it unto thee

13:15, 17
4. The Commitment was Perpetual - to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

13:15
E. [Fight of the Four kings with Five others – Abram’s Forces out to save Lot]
Gen. 14:1-16 (1, 2, 9)

F. [From Mamre to Meeting with Melchizedek – A King-Priest type of Christ Pictured.]      
14:17-24 (Heb.7:1-4)

II. A Clarification of the Abrahamic Covenant.
Gen. 15:1b-6
A. God’s Assurance to Abram - Fear not, Abram:

Gen. 15:1b

1. Abram needed Great Faith to go Forth but God would be His Shield to Guard and Guide him.

After all, the Covenant was…


Cf. Gen 12:1-3

a. Unilateral and not depending on him or who he was, but Who God Is – “I”

b. Unconditional and not depending on what he could do, but What God would do – I will (4 occ.)

2. At the end of it all, God would be his exceeding Great Reward.
Note: Abram was not promised a Reward, but God Himself would be His exceeding great Reward, 

i.e. it was founded on his Relationship and walk with God that the end Result would be him

knowing God Himself personally as His exceeding great Reward. God Himself was his Reward!
Cf. Paul: that I may win Christ…that I may know Him.


Phil. 3:8, 10
B. Abram’s Dilemma and God’s Declarations

Gen. 15:2-6

1. Abram’s Dilemma: Thou hast given no seed: and, lo…my house [steward] is mine heir.

15:2, 3
It was the custom then for the chief steward in the home to inherit his master’s property 

if the master had no heir.
2. God’s Declaration: 



15:4, 5

a. Abram would have his own Heir: he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.
b. He would also have a Heavenly Seed: (this is in addition to an earthly seed promised him earlier.)
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: 
and He said unto him, So shall thy seed be.
Cf. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number 
the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.
13:16

c. He would Have both a Heavenly and an earthly seed as well: 

Cf. 22:17


I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore;

3. Abram’s Dedicated Faith in God – he believed in the LORD; 
15:6
4. God’s Declared Righteousness for Abram –He counted it to him for righteousness.
15:6

And for all Celestial and Spiritual Seed of Abraham who believe as Abraham did:
Rom. 4:11; Gal. 3:6
And he received…a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being uncircumcised: 
that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; 
that righteousness might be imputed unto them also:

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.
Thus, Christians who believe in Christ are the Celestial seed of Abraham 
As Israel is the Terrestrial seed of the physical line of Abraham,

And the basis of their becoming the Children of Abraham is Faith which is 
Counted to them for Righteousness.

III. The Confirmation of the Abrahamic Covenant.
Gen. 15:7-17

A. The sought Confirmation.

Gen. 15:7, 8

1. God’s Confirmation of Abram’s Call and His Calling:
Gen. 15:7


I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit
2. Abram’s Seeking a Sign to confirm it: whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?
Gen. 15:8

B. The Night Ceremony or the Brightest Light in the Darkest Night.
Gen. 15:9-17

1. The Sacrifices Needed and Specified.

Gen. 15:9-11

Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, 

and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst,

and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not.
Cf. Lev. 1:14, 17
Note: but the birds divided he not – there might be those who might not have complete faith 

in God as represented by the animals which were completely cut in half but they are still 

the children of God by faith for it is by grace that they are saved, not of their works.
Their faith may be like that of a little child –  cf. Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Mt. 18:3
2. The Setting Sun bringing on the Dark Night Designed to befall Abram and his Seed as he Slept. Gen. 15:12-16

It was a Supernatural Slumber and lit. a Great, Gloomy, Dense and Dreaded Darkness Descended on Abram.

a. His Seed would Sojourn in a Strange land and Serve as Slaves for 400 years.
Gen. 15:13, NRSV

Thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them;

and they shall afflict them four hundred years. [A round number?]
Cf. Acts 7:6

i. Cf. Israel Enslaved in Egypt under Pharaoh for 430 years.

Exo. 12:40, 41
Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years.

And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt.

Note: God had planned this to the day.
ii. Cf. Paul’s Confirmation and Comments.

Gal. 3:17


the covenant, that was confirmed before of God …was four hundred and thirty years after.

b. Egypt would be judged and Abram’s Seed would Survive with great Substance.
Gen. 15:14


That nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance.

Cf. The Israelites…asked the Egyptians for jewelry of silver and gold, and for clothing…

…the Egyptians… let them have what they asked. And so they plundered the Egyptians. Exo. 12:35, 36

c. Abram would live to a Great old age and be Gathered to his People in Peace.
Gen. 15:15 cf. 25:7, 8

Cf. Abraham…died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and was gathered to his people.

d. His Seed would return in the 4th generation at the fulness of the Sin of the Amorites.
Gen. 15:16


In the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full.

i. God would Table out the events for Abram’s Seed according to the fullness of His purpose.

ii. God would Tolerate the Sin of the Amorites until its fullness.
The land of the Amorites would be among the ten listed (15:19-21) to be given to Abraham 

and his seed, and which Joshua drove out in his conquest for the holy land about 400 years 

later when the iniquity of the Amorites would come into its fulness.

iii. Cf. In God’s Time, He Sent His Son, born of a Woman to be the World’s Saviour from Sin.
Gal. 4:4

When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

· God Had His own Time-Table and Programmed everything according to His Purpose!
3. The Bright Lights in the Dark Night – the Confirmation of the Covenant (Continuation)
Gen. 15:17 cf. 12

a. The Night:

The sun had gone down and it was dark, lit. darkness was, i.e. a darkness that might be felt, as in v. 12


b. The Lights:

i. A smoking furnace or a smoking fire pot (NRSV)
} symbols of the Divine presence,

ii. A burning lamp or a flaming torch

} cf. Exo. 19:18
Why two symbols to represent God’s presence?
Two Witnesses were required to establish Truth. 

Deut. 17:6; 19:15)

God gave Two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie to demonstrate His Truth: 


the fact that it was God Who spoke and that He had taken an oath.
 Heb. 6:18
c. The Sight: the lights passed between those pieces.

i. Its Significance – it was the Cutting of the Covenant.
cf. Jer. 34:18-20

performed the words of the covenant which they had made [lit. cut] before me, 

when they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof.
Should any party break the covenant, he would die the death of the animal sacrificed!

ii. Its Signatory – It was the Unilateral and Unconditional Act of God.

Only the lights (representing God) passed between the parts; Abram was deep in sleep.
iii. The Sign – The Covenant so Cut with Abram must be fulfilled.
Gen. 15:18a

In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,

Made, lit. = cut. God was taking an oath.
Cf. Heb. 6:16-18
C. Further Confirmation of the Covenant

1. (The Night Ceremony)

As #B above

2. The Name Change – Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but…Abraham.
Gen. 17:4-5

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham.

3. The National Circumcision – Every male child among you shall be circumcised.
Gen. 17:9, 10-14
Note: Today Abraham’s name is still well-known and males of Israel and Islam are still 

circumcised to indicate that the Abrahamic Covenant is still in place.
D. The Concretisation of the Covenant:
Gen. 15:18-21

1. It was Unilateral and Unconditional – the Lord made (cut) a covenant with Abraham.
15:18a, see above

2. It was Literal and Terrestrial – 

a. The Earthly boundaries were specified: from the river of Egypt unto…river Euphrates.
Gen. 15:18b

b. This Embraced ten specified populations: to convey universality without exception(?)
Delitzsch

3. It is Millennial as it has not Materialised in Israel’s past and present history.
It will only be fulfilled when Christ set up His millennial rule on earth.
Con.:
The Abrahamic Covenant cannot be Allegorised to cover only the Spiritual Seed, 

but is still Awaits fulfilment for its Terrestrial Seed.












